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The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle ona 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 


inquiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. 
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Dallas, TX 75202 
214-767-4776 
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Utah 
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71 Stevenson St. 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
415-744-6673 


Arizona 
California 
Hawaii 
Nevada 


Mike Shimizu 

Room 805 

1111 Third Ave. Bldg 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-442-7620 
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Oregon 
Washington 
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1991 LABOR DAY MESSAGE BY 
SECRETARY OF LABOR LYNN MARTIN 


WASHINGTON -- On Labor Day, we pay tribute to all working 
Americans and their many accomplishments and contributions past 
and present. This is also a time to turn our thoughts toward the 
future of American workers in a changing world. Some of the old 
jobs are disappearing, and many new ones require different, more 
complex skills. This is as inevitable as past changes in our 
economy, when we went from an agricultural to a manufacturing 
economy, and now to an information and technology-driven economy. 


As Secretary of Labor, I want to be sure the American 
workforce is prepared to meet the challenges ahead. My goal, and 
President Bush's goal, is to keep America on the cutting edge-- 
of education, of training, of protections for workers, and of 
pension and income security.In this way we can provide the 
opportunities that in the past have given American workers one of 
the highest living standards in the world. 


Unfortunately, not all Americans are prepared to function 
effectively in the new workplaces. The new jobs require people 
who can read, understand what they are reading, follow written 
directions, and reason and communicate effectively. The 
Secretary's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) 
reported after a year-long study that too many of our youth don't 
measure up to the competition around the world. 


You can assist me in alerting your friends and neighbors to 
this critical problem, and what must be done. This is a 
challenge that I know Americans can and will accept. On this 
Labor Day 1991 let us all rededicate ourselves to keeping the 
American worker and America number one in the world. 


# # # 
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By the year 2000, manufacturing will play a much smaller 
role in the U.S. economy than it does now, according to 
"Workforce 2000," a U.S. Labor Department publication. Service 
industries will create all of the new jobs and most of the new 
wealth in the next nine years. 


* # # 


New jobs in service industries will demand much higher skill 
levels than the jobs of today, according to "Workforce 2000," a 
U.S. Labor Department publication. Very few new jobs will be 
created for those who cannot read, follow directions and use 
mathematics. 


The U.S. workforce will grow slowly, becoming older, more 


female and more disadvantaged between now and the turn of the 


century, according to "Workforce 2000," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 








